KUYPER

SCHOLARS

P RO G R A M

About the Program
The Kuyper Scholars Program in Christian scholarship is designed to provide highly motivated and academically gifted students with
scholarly challenges throughout and beyond the regular curriculum, all built on a Christian foundation. The program seeks not only to
prepare leaders for the Christian and world communities but also to advance the academic atmosphere at Dordt College.
Students who enroll in the Kuyper Scholars Program will:
 Develop their understanding of integral Christian scholarship.
 Increase their ability to do interdisciplinary, theoretical, and collaborative scholarly work.
 Identify and cultivate their scholarly gifts.
 Develop a Kuyperian sense of scholarly work as calling to a particular kind of service in God's kingdom.
 Develop critical-thinking, argumentation, writing, and public-speaking skills.
Additional information about the program is available on the Dordt College web site,
http://www.dordt.edu/admissions/scholars_program/, or contact one of the co-directors.

Qualifications for New Freshmen
Incoming freshmen:
 An ACT composite score of 28 or higher (or the SAT equivalent).
 A high school GPA of at least 3.5.

To consider your application to KSP, we must receive the following:





Your completed KSP application form.
Your completed and signed application essay.
Your two letters of recommendation, using the attached form.
A completed Dordt College application, including transcripts and ACT or SAT scores.

Send the completed application to:
Office of Admissions
Kuyper Scholars Program
Dordt College
498 Fourth Avenue NE
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250-1606
Completed applications must be postmarked on or before Feb. 15.

Co-Directors
Mary Dengler
Carl Fictorie
Professor of English
Professor of Chemistry
Mary.Dengler@dordt.edu
Carl.Fictorie@dordt.edu
712-722-6251
712-722-6283
Fax: 712-722-6035

Application for Admission to the Kuyper Scholars Program
Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Last

First (given name)

MI

Preferred

Mailing Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone Number _____-_____-________

Cell Phone Number _____-_____-________

Email address _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Dordt College ID# (if known) __________________________________________________________________________________
High School Attended ________________________________________________________________________________________
Name, City, and State (or indicate if home-schooled)

Intended Major(s)/Program(s) __________________________________________________________________________________
For example: Biology major/premed; English major/Theatre minor; Secondary Education/Choral Music

Entrance Essay
Write a 1000-word, double-spaced essay that develops a thesis, uses the categories listed, and includes examples, to address the following
question:
How have your academic experiences (with specific reference to particular books, courses, or projects) shaped your ideas about and
aspirations toward doing Christian scholarship?
Use a standard essay format (such as MLA, including citations), including a heading on the first page with your name, essay title, and
mention of the Kuyper Scholars Program. The essay must be entirely your own work, without any help in writing or editing. At the end
of the essay, include the following statement and sign the essay: "This essay is entirely my own work and I received no assistance in
writing or editing."

Letters of Recommendation
Provide the names and contact information of two people who you have asked to provide letters of recommendation. These people
should be familiar with your academic motivation, achievement, and abilities. At least one letter (or both) must be from a teacher of one
or more of your current or recent high school classes (or a college faculty member). Please give each person a recommendation form and
ask them to complete it as indicated and have them send it directly to the address provided.
__________________________________________________ Name __________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ Position _________________________________________________
________________________________________________ Employer ________________________________________________
______________________________________________ Mailing Address ______________________________________________
____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ Phone __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ Email __________________________________________________
__________________________________________ Relationship to applicant __________________________________________
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o
o
o
o
o

Dordt Application
Received:
HS Transcript
HS GPA: ______ or College GPA: ______
ACT ENG:_____ MAT:_____ REA:_____ SCI:_____ WRI:_____ CMP:_____
SAT REA:_____ MAT:_____ WRI:_____ CMP:_____ : ACT CMP Equivalent: _____
rev. June 2015

DORDT COLLEGE
K U Y P E R S C H O L A R S P RO G R A M
REC OM MEN DATI ON FOR M
To Be Completed by Applicant
Please fill out the section below and give this form to your
recommender. These should be high school teachers (or college
faculty) familiar with your academic ability and character.
Name _____________________________________
Last

First, MI

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974
guarantee students access to educational records concerning
them. Students are permitted to waive their right of access to
recommendations. Please indicate below whether you wish to
have viewing access to this letter of recommendation.
I, the applicant, (check one)
 DO
 DO NOT
wish to have viewing access to the letter of recommendation.
__________________________________________
Student Signature

Date

The Kuyper Scholars Program
The Kuyper Scholars Program in Christian scholarship is
designed to provide highly motivated and academically gifted
students with scholarly challenges throughout and beyond the
regular curriculum, all built on a Christian foundation. The
program seeks not only to prepare leaders for the Christian and
world communities but also to advance the academic atmosphere
at Dordt College. (For more information, see
www.dordt.edu/admissions/scholars_program/.)
Students who enroll in the Kuyper Scholars Program will:
 Develop their understanding of integral Christian
scholarship.
 Increase their ability to do interdisciplinary, theoretical,
and collaborative scholarly work.
 Identify and cultivate their scholarly gifts.
 Develop a Kuyperian sense of scholarly work as calling
to a particular kind of service in God's kingdom.
 Develop critical-thinking, argumentation, writing, and
public-speaking skills.
The program consists of a unique course on Christian
scholarship and rhetoric, a series of interdisciplinary seminars,
and guided and independent research and projects. Applicants
need to have a high school GPA of at least 3.5 and a composite
ACT of at least 28, or if they have had at least one semester of
full time college experience, a college GPA of at least 3.25.
Not all students will be suitable participants in the program.
We request your evaluation of the student's motivation for
academic work, as well as his/her academic abilities, especially
abilities spanning across and between disciplines. We
understand Christian scholarship to mean that insight includes
an understanding of the structure and workings of God's created
order in all its aspects while also involving the practical ability to
carry out one's task in loving obedience and service with the
desire to function effectively as a kingdom citizen. (For more
information, see www.dordt.edu/about/our_mission.)

To Be Completed by Recommender
The above-named student is applying to the Kuyper Scholars
Program at Dordt College. Please assist us in becoming better
acquainted with the applicant by addressing, in the form of a
letter, the following items.
 Nature and length of your relationship with the
applicant.
 Academic ability.
 Motivation to learn and ability to work independently.
 Understanding of the Christian faith and how it applies
to scholarly activity.
 Leadership ability and level of maturity.
Please fill out the information below and use official
letterhead for the letter. Recommendation forms and letters can
be made available to the student upon request unless the student
has waived the right of access. In order to ensure confidentiality,
return both this form and your letter of recommendation directly
to Dordt College at the address below. Completed applications
are due on Feb. 15.
Recommender's Name ______________________________
Position __________________________________________
Employer _________________________________________
Mailing Address ___________________________________
________________________________________________
Phone ___________________________________________
Email ____________________________________________
In view of this applicant's assets and liabilities and their suitability
to participate in the Kuyper Scholars Program, the applicant is…
 very highly recommended
 highly recommended
 recommended
 recommended with reservations (please describe in the
letter)
 not recommended
__________________________________________
Recommendor's signature

Date

Send this recommendation to:
Office of Admissions
Kuyper Scholars Program
Dordt College
498 Fourth Avenue NE
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250-1606
Contacts:
Mary Dengler: 712-722-6251 or Mary.Dengler@dordt.edu
Carl Fictorie: 712-722-6283 or Carl.Fictorie@dordt.edu
Fax: 712-722-6035

DORDT COLLEGE
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First, MI

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974
guarantee students access to educational records concerning
them. Students are permitted to waive their right of access to
recommendations. Please indicate below whether you wish to
have viewing access to this letter of recommendation.
I, the applicant, (check one)
 DO
 DO NOT
wish to have viewing access to the letter of recommendation.
__________________________________________
Student Signature

Date
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Send this recommendation to:
Office of Admissions
Kuyper Scholars Program
Dordt College
498 Fourth Avenue NE
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250-1606
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