Academic Offerings

This section contains descriptions of programs, majors, minors, areas of concentration, fields of specialization, and courses. Se-
mesters following course titles indicate when each course is normally offered. On rare occasions, a course may not be available
when indicated because of low enrollment or unexpected staffing changes.

Courses listed as Fall Odd and Spring Even are scheduled to be offered during the 2011-2012 academic year. i.e., fall 2011-2012
is Fall Odd, spring 2011-2012 is Spring Even.

Astronomy

121

122

Solar System Astronomy (4) Fall Even

An introduction to the structure and diversity of the solar system, focusing on both the historical development of
understanding of our cosmic “neighborhood” from the ancient Greeks to Einstein, as well as recent discoveries and
their implications for an improved understanding of our Earth. Students will obtain hands-on experience observing
the heavens with naked eye, binoculars, and telescopes. The course involves three lecture hours and three observation/
laboratory hours per week. Prerequisite: completion of core program mathematics requirement. [Cross-listed: CORE

224, Earth Science 121]

Stellar and Galactic Astronomy (4) Spring Odd

An introduction to stellar and galactic astronomy, focusing on the historical development of understanding of the
cosmos as well as recent discoveries and their implications. Topics include the classification and explanation of stars,
stellar life-cycles, remnants of stellar collapse (white dwarfs, neutron stars, black holes), galaxies, and cosmology (the
study of the universe as a whole). Students will examine origins in light of Scripture and modern scientific evidence.
Students will also obtain hands-on experience observing the heavens with naked eye, binoculars, and telescopes.
The course involves three lecture hours and three observation/laboratory hours per week. Prerequisite: completion
of core program mathematics requirement. [Cross-listed: CORE 225]













